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Ukrainian President: country 
will be represented at highest 
level at world exhibition Expo 
in Dubai

Ukraine will participate in the world exhibition Expo-2020 in 
Dubai and will be represented at a high level, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said in an interview with the 
Emirates News Agency WAM.
“We simply cannot miss such an important world event as 
Expo 2020. I would like to thank the UAE leadership for the 
fact that, despite all the difficulties associated with 
COVID-19, the construction of the Ukrainian pavilion was 
completed in December last year, and internal work is 
underway there. At the World Expo in Dubai, our country will 
be represented at the highest level,” Zelensky said in an 
interview with the Emirates News Agency WAM, published 
on the website of the President’s Office of Ukraine on 
Saturday.
Zelensky noted that the architectural image of the pavilion 
of Ukraine embodies the idea of an ear of wheat, which will 
be 15 meters high.
“Wheat is an important symbol for Ukrainians, and the 
yellow color on our flag symbolizes the wheat field and 
readiness to contribute to world food security,” the 
president of Ukraine stressed.
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Ukraine plans to vaccinate against coronavirus up to half 
of population
Ukraine intends to vaccinate up to half of the population against COVID-19 this year and early next year, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky has said.
“We now identify the next priority in the fight against coronavirus – vaccination. Its roadmap is designed to ensure 
proper and equal access to the vaccine for all residents of Ukraine. Its main task is to cover at least half of Ukraine’s 
population during 2021 and early 2022,” Zelensky said at the opening of the “Ukraine 30. Coronavirus: Challenges and 
Responses” Forum.
He said that vaccines against COVID-19 from four companies will be delivered to Ukraine.

In addition, the president said that Ukraine has taken 
the smart and effective steps to counter the pandemic.
“Ukraine has something to be proud of in terms of 
countering COVID-19… From the first day of fighting 
COVID-19, our actions were smart and effective,” the 
president added.
In particular, the President noted the effectiveness of 
tough quarantine.

Deficit of Ukraine’s foreign trade in goods down to $4.878 
billion in 2020
The deficit of Ukraine’s foreign trade in goods in 2020 decreased by 54.6% compared to 2019 and amounted to $4.878 
billion (in 2019 some $10.746 billion), the State Statistics Service has reported.

“We have agreed to supply the vaccine from the Pfizer, Sinovac, AstraZeneca 
and Novavax companies to Ukraine. The first stage of vaccination will begin this 
month. Our doctors, the military and the National Guard will be the first to receive 
the vaccine,” Zelensky said.

In 2020, export of goods compared to 2019 decreased by 1.7% (by $847 million), 
amounting to $49.213 billion, import by 11% (by $6.692 billion), to $54.091 billion.

The coverage of imports by exports was 0.91 (in 2019 some 0.82).
The seasonally adjusted exports of goods in December 2020 compared to November increased by 3.3%, imports – by 
3.7%. The seasonally adjusted foreign trade balance in December 2020 was negative and amounted to $499 million. In 
November 2020, it was also negative at $465 million.
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Internal and external debt of Ukraine in 2009-2020

United Arab Emirates and Ukraine sign memos and 
contracts worth $3 billion
Ukraine and the United Arab Emirates have signed memorandums and contracts worth $3 billion or more, the 
presidential press service said. “As part of the official visit of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to the United 
Arab Emirates, the Ukrainian delegation signed a number of memorandums and contracts totaling $3 billion or more,” 
the press service said in the statement. In particular, memorandums of understanding were signed between the State 
Property Fund of Ukraine and the Mubadala investment company. They are aimed at deepening cooperation in the 
development of promising investment projects and the participation of the Emirate side in the program of 
privatization of state-owned property in Ukraine.
“At all international meetings, I urge to invest in Ukraine. Our state has enormous potential: geopolitical position, 
natural resources, people of knowledge. Right now is the time to understand this potential and create a strong 
economy,” Zelensky said.
He said that attracting investment is the key to Ukraine’s economic growth. “The signing of a memorandum with the 
Mubadala investment company of the government of Abu Dhabi on intentions to invest in Ukraine is a very important 
step in opening the way for major investments in Ukraine from Western Asia,” Zelensky said.
In addition, the Ministry of Digital Transformation of Ukraine signed a memorandum with INTELMAX Management 
Consulting, which provides for cooperation on the creation of a platform for the exchange of intellectual property 
based on the Fantom blockchain, which will provide increased security and transparency. It is also planned to 
introduce blockchain technologies into government processes and services.

SSC of Ukraine
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Structure of export of services for 9 months of 2020 
(graphically)

Structure of import of services for 9 months of 2020 
(graphically)
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Ukraine wants Ukrainian business to have more access to 
European markets
Prime Minister of Ukraine Denys Shmyhal says that Ukraine wants Ukrainian business to have more access to 
European markets, and negotiations will allow increasing the volume of trade quotas.
“We are talking about the further liberalization of trade between Ukraine and the EU. This will help increase our mutual 
trade and further convergence of economies … We want Ukrainian business to have more access to European 
markets, and hope that our negotiations will allow increasing the volume of quotas provided for our agreement with 
the EU,” Shmyhal said at a joint briefing with Executive Vice President of the European Commission Valdis 
Dombrovskis in Brussels.
Shmyhal stressed that Ukraine intends to use 2021 for solid work, the result of which should be an actual 
approximation to EU standards.

European Union stresses importance of judicial reform in 
Ukraine
The European Union welcomes Ukraine’s progress in reforms, but significant work still needs to be done in this 
regard, in particular, judicial reform, EU Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement 
Negotiations Olivér Várhelyi said.
“A significant part of the meeting today was devoted to reforms and their implementation. We see that Ukrainian 
government continues to take a number of very important steps in all directions. Despite this, there is still a lot of 
work to be done. This is very welcome, but we need to see further progress. This includes, in particular, the need for 
judicial reform. We are ready to help, and we continue to help Ukraine in this regard,” he said at a press conference 
after the seventh meeting of the EU-Ukraine Association Council in Brussels on Thursday, February 11.
Várhelyi said that the most important areas of reform for Ukraine are the establishment of the rule of law and judicial 
reform, the fight against corruption and economic reforms.

Антон
Выделение
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Nordic Environment 
Finance Corporation 
provided loans to 11 cities 
of Ukraine in 2020

The Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO) 
last year provided 12 loans to 11 cities of Ukraine for a 
total amount of EUR 15.54 million and UAH 60.71 million, 
eight of which were allocated in the last days of the year, 
the Ministry of Finance has said on its website.
Kremenchuk (Poltava region) received the largest loans 
– a EUR 6 million 10-year loan at the rate of EURIBOR 6M
+ 6.25%, as well as a UAH 13 million five-year loan at 3%.
It is followed by Rivne with EUR4.43 million for eight
years at the rate of EURIBOR 6M + 5.85%.
In addition, Lutsk and Sumy at the end of the year
received EUR 1.6 million and EUR 1.5 million for 10 years
at a rate of 6%, Horishni Plavni received EUR 0.512
million for 10 years at 3%, and Lubny (both in Poltava
region) got EUR 1 million at 3%.
NEFCO provided another foreign currency loan to
Mykolaiv in July last year – EUR0.5 million for seven
years at 6%, while the remaining loans were in hryvnias
for five years at a rate of 3%.
These projects provide a small amount of grant support
and co-financing from the municipal authorities.

“This decision in the direction of currency liberalization will 
not have a significant impact on the functioning of the 
currency market of Ukraine, including taking into account 
the fact that individuals have been able to buy non-cash 
foreign currency for more than a year without any 
obligations and grounds,” the press service said citing 
Deputy Governor of the NBU Yurii Heletii.
He noted that in 2020, individuals within the e-limit 
transferred about EUR274 million abroad, which is less than 
the average daily trading volume in the interbank foreign 
exchange market.
As reported, since December 18, 2019, the National Bank 
has increased the annual e-limit on individual foreign 
exchange transactions by individuals from EUR 50,000 to 
EUR 100,000 per year.

Ukraine raises annual e-limit 
of investments abroad for 
individuals from EUR 
100,000 to EUR 200,000
The National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) has raised the e-limit 
of investments abroad for individuals from EUR 100,000 to 
EUR 200,000 per year, the press service of the regulator 
has said. The corresponding changes were approved by 
the decree of the NBU board of February 3, 2021 (No. 14), 
which was posted on the National Bank’s website and 
comes into force on February 5.

The report specifies that the e-limit has 
been increased for investments abroad, 
placing funds on their own foreign 
accounts, transferring funds under a life 
insurance contract and providing loans to 
non-residents.
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The operation was carried out by one of the authors of the method, Doctor of Medical 
Sciences Mykola Umanets. During the operation, which lasted several hours, each 
dissected vessel was "welded" to prevent bleeding.

“When the patient came for a check-up a 
month later, the doctors were not only 
convinced that they had managed to save 
the eye, but also revealed the appearance of 
her “silhouette vision,” which was not there 
before the operation,” the press release said.
At present, the institute’s specialists are 
preparing publications for world-famous 
ophthalmological editions. The video filming 
made during the operation will allow 
presenting a unique achievement at the 
world conferences and congresses. 
Hemangioma is benign neoplasms that 
affect the blood vessels of a person in 
various parts of the body. 

Odessa Filatov Institute for the first time in the world 
removes intraocular hemangioma
The Filatov Institute of Eye Diseases and Tissue Therapy of the National Academy of Medical Sciences of Ukraine 
(Odesa) for the first time in the world conducted a unique operation to remove a large intraocular hemangioma of the 
choroid.
According to a press release of the institute, the operation was performed at the end of 2020 on a 21-year-old patient 
due to the impossibility of using non-surgical methods of treatment because of the large tumor size (12.2 mm x 16.1 
mm, bulging into the vitreous humor – 6 mm), which continued to grow.
“Understanding what the loss of an eye would mean for a young active girl, both from a cosmetic and psychological 
point of view, the doctors of the Filatov Institute offered the patient an operation,” the press release said.
To reduce the risk of bleeding, the specialists of the institute used their unique development – the method of high-
frequency welding of biological tissues in ophthalmology, developed jointly with the Paton Institute of Electric Welding 
of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. They also developed the tools necessary for the interventions.

In the case of formation in the choroid of the eye, they do not threaten the patient’s life, however, they are 
accompanied by a significant decrease in vision and can cause the development of serious complications, such as 
retinal detachment, hemorrhage into the eye cavity, increased intraocular pressure (glaucoma). Currently, there are a 
number of treatment methods for this pathology, aimed at stopping the growth and destruction of the tumor and are 
effective in the case of small formations. 

The only attempt to surgically remove an intraocular 
hemangioma recorded by the world ophthalmological 
community is an operation performed in 2019 by 
Italian ophthalmologist Barbara Parolini. In that case, 
the tumor was small. In the case of a large lesion and/
or its unsuccessful location, surgical removal of 
intraocular hemangiomas is not performed due to a 
very high risk of bleeding and a lack of effective 
methods to stop it. Most often, the only way to solve 
the problem is to remove the eye.
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Ukrainian energy minister estimates compensation to 
‘green’ generation until 2029 at $ 10-20 bln
An overstated tariff for energy from renewable sources (RES) in comparison with the market rate leads to 
significant and problematic payments to investors for Ukraine, which are estimated at $ 10-20 billion until 2029, 
acting Energy Minister Yuriy Vitrenko has said.
“If to look at the difference between the feed-in tariff and the market price, at least now, and multiply this by 
conservative estimates of production from renewable sources and multiply this by the term of the feed-in tariff – 
until 2029, then the amount of compensation from the state budget to investors in green energy will be from $ 10 
billion to $ 20 billion,” he said while discussing the economic strategy until 2030.
Vitrenko noted that the feed-in tariff is several times higher than the market price.

Intelmax from Abu Dhabi plans to open office in Ukraine
The Ministry of Digital Transformation of Ukraine and Intelmax have signed documents for opening a representative 
office of Intelmax Management Consulting (Abu Dhabi, the UAE) in Ukraine and cooperation on creating a platform 
for intellectual property exchange.
“Intelmax Management Consulting plans to open a representative office in Ukraine. A memorandum was signed 
between the Ministry of Digital Development and Intelmax during the visit of the president of Ukraine to the United 
Arab Emirates,” Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Digital Transformation of Ukraine Mykhailo Fedorov wrote on 
Facebook.
According to him, the document also provides for the introduction of blockchain technologies into government 
processes and services.
“Ukraine is moving forward, making a digital revolution in all government institutions. Therefore, the implementation 
of blockchain-based solutions is an important stage in development,” Intelmax said. It notes that within the 
framework of cooperation, the parties will also consider the possibility of introducing a national Ukrainian stablecoin 
based on the Fantom blockchain with targeting and distribution of social and business benefits.

“For a developing country like Ukraine, $ 10-20 billion is a significant amount, which is 
a problem,” he stressed.

The minister also criticized the current system of payments through the energy system operator Ukrenergo, which 
has no interest in paying for renewable energy sources, since their uneven generation brings it additional problems. 
According to Vitrenko, such payments should be made through the state budget as a public good in the form of 
clean energy.
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British company to open 11-th workspace in Ukrainian 
capital
UK-based IWG Plc, a provider of flexible office solutions, will open a new Regus workspace in Kyiv, expanding its 
network in Ukraine to 11 locations.
Director of IWG in Ukraine Yulia Lytvynenko told Interfax-Ukraine that the new Regus will be opened in the 
Volodymyrsky business center on Poshtova Square in the middle of March.
“On three floors we are preparing super-comfortable, modern flexible offices. On the basement floor there will be a 
business club and a negotiation area, and offices on two floors higher. The highlight, surely, will be beautiful views of 
the Dnipro [River] on the one hand and the park on the other. The design of the location will be made in a modern style 
with warm colors,” Lytvynenko said.

European Investment Bank to provide Ukraine with EUR 50 
mln for vaccination
The European Investment Bank will provide Ukraine with EUR 50 million for vaccination against COVID-19, Deputy 
Health Minister Ihor Ivaschenko said during a press briefing in Kyiv on Monday.
“Last week, the Cabinet of Ministers approved a president’s order authorizing Health Minister Maksym Stepanov to 
sign a letter amending the financial agreement between Ukraine and the EIB,” he said.
“The government has asked the EIB to redistribute part of the funds and channel them to the vaccination of the 
population in Ukraine. The Cabinet of Ministers has received confirmation of the provision of EUR 50 million, which will 
be used for the purchase of vaccines, equipment for the refrigerating chain, as well as logistics. Relevant amendments 
to the agreement will be signed in the near future,” the deputy minister said.

According to her, the opening of the third Regus in 
Podil is due to the high interest of business in this 
area, especially from foreign residents of IWG. The 
expert evaluates positively the activity of Kyiv’s office 
real estate market.
“During the first wave of lockdown, we had a small 
outflow of residents, primarily startups that did not 
calculate their strength. But since the middle of last 
year, we have seen an influx of representatives of 
large corporate businesses who appreciated the 
advantages of hybrid office models,” Lytvynenko said.
Now the loading of IWG spaces in Ukraine is at the 
level of 78%, there are several large agreements to be 
signed.
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Market for new commercial vehicles in Ukraine grows 
by 6% in Jan
Primary registrations of new commercial vehicles in Ukraine (including heavy trucks) in January 2021 grew by 6% 
compared to the same month in 2020, to 901 units, despite sales restrictions due to a two-week lockdown, 
according to the Ukrautoprom association.

At the same time, as in the previous year, Renault vehicles were leaders with 
sales growth of almost 36%, to 202 units and a market share of 22% (versus 
17.5% in January 2020).

Peugeot was in the second position in the ranking (climbing from the third in January 2020) with registration of 97 
vehicles (8% more), and Fiat was third (second a year earlier), which registrations fell by 36%, to 90 units.
Belarusian MAZ trucks increased sales by 22% compared to January last year, to 89 units, and this allowed them to 
improve their position in the ranking from fifth to fourth, and Ford was also in the top five of the month, with sales 
January 2020 amounting to 84 units.
According to the association’s statistics, sales of Chinese HOWO trucks rose significantly in January to 40 units 
compared to eight, and a significant drop was demonstrated by MAN trucks – 7 units versus 51 a year earlier.
In January, Russian brands were registered in Ukraine – GAZ (25 units), UAZ (8 units), KAMAZ (7 units), while 
Ukrainian KrAZs were not on the list.
The association also cites statistics on bus sales (including minibuses) in Ukraine in January: they grew by 7.1%, to 
181 units.
The leader in this segment, as in January last year, was Citroen buses with a 3% increase in sales, to 67 units. 
Ukrainian Etalon buses with registration of 30 vehicles versus 21 units climbed to the second position in January 
2020. At the same time, Ataman buses (manufactured by the Cherkasy Bus Plant), which ranked second a year 
earlier, dropped to the seventh line of the rating, with registrations falling by 67%, to 8 units.
The initial registrations of Belarusian MAZ buses increased 3.7 times, to 22 units, which allowed the brand to enter 
the top three, and ZAZ buses with 18 cars (three times more) were fourth.
Volkswagen was also in the top five leaders of the bus market (10 units), which in January 2020 did not register its 
buses.

Ukravtodor and Turkey’s Dogus sign contract for building 
new bridge
The State Agency of Automobile Roads of Ukraine (Ukravtodor) has signed an agreement for the construction of a 
new bridge in Kremenchuk (Poltava region) for UAH 11.249 billion with the Turkish company Dogus Insaat Ve Ticaret. 
On the part of Ukravtodor, the contract was signed by the head of the road service in Poltava region, Ivan 
Krapovnytsky, from Dogus Insaat Ve Ticaret – executive director Tolga Akkas.
Ukravtodor noted that the new bridge will improve the optimization of logistics routes in the center of Ukraine by 
reducing travel times for road transport. This will be achieved by increasing the speed limit for trucks from 36.8-53.3 
km/h to 72.9 km/h, buses from 35.7-53.4 km/h to 71.1 km/h, passenger cars from 39.6-55.3 km/h to 81.5 km/h.
“All plots that fall under the construction zone will be bought for state funds. If these are private plots where people 
live, or some other private plots, they will be bought out, transferred to the state ownership, and people will receive 
monetary compensation for this,” Krapovnytsky said.
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Windrose to launch regular cargo flight between Kiev and 
Hong Kong
Windrose (Kyiv) from February 14, 2021 will open a regular cargo flight between Kyiv and Hong Kong.
According to the company’s press service on Tuesday, from February 14 to December 27, 2021, cargo flights on the 
Kyiv-Hong Kong-Kyiv route will be performed on Sundays from Kyiv to Hong Kong and on Mondays back.

Export of grain from Ukraine in 2020/2021 MY to be 45.4 
mln tonnes – forecast
The Ministry of Economy of Ukraine in the 2020/2021 marketing year (MY) forecasts a decline in grain exports by 20.5% 
compared to the previous MY, to 45.4 million tonnes.
According to the forecast balance released by the ministry, in particular, wheat exports will decline by 14.6%, to 17.5 
million tonnes, corn by 22.4%, to 23.5 million tonnes and barley by 23.8%, to 3.82 million tonnes.
According to the ministry, the total production of grains and legumes in this MY is expected at 65.5 million tonnes.

“Windrose Airlines hopes that the opening of this program will help all market 
participants to accelerate the delivery of cargo both from Hong Kong to Kyiv and 
subsequently from Kyiv to Hong Kong,” the company said.

The flights will be operated by Airbus A330-200 P2F 
aircraft, which has been modified for cargo 
transportation.
As reported, in November 2020, Windrose signed a 
wet leasing contract for Airbus A330 aircraft to 
perform cargo flights from Kyiv to New York and 
Hong Kong.

According to the agricultural holding, in 2020, 
the export of wheat flour to Libya increased by 
3.6 times compared to 2019, to 3,000 tonnes.
It is clarified that KSG Agro exported 172 
tonnes of sugar to Libya, 4,000 tonnes of corn 
to Malaysia, 600 tonnes of barley to Oman.

Ukrainian KSG Agro raises export of agricultural products to 
Asia and Africa
KSG Agro agricultural holding in 2020 increased export of agricultural products to African and Asian markets by 46%, to 
7,770 tonnes, the holding’s press service has said.

“Last year, we expanded our presence in export African and Asian markets. In the 
context of the quarantine crisis, the issue of diversifying supplies and expanding the 
range of products supplied is especially acute,” Serhiy Kasyanov, the head of the board 
of directors of KSG Agro, said.

11 
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Where to get real Thai massage in Kyiv and what you 
should know about the procedure
Thailand is famous not only for its popular resorts, exotic cuisine and a large influx of tourists (of course, during the 
pre-quarantine time), but also for various types of massage.
Despite the eloquent name, Thailand is not considered the birthplace of Thai massage. We should be grateful to the 
healers of China, India and Burma for this technique. But it is in Thailand that massage became widespread and 
world famous.
The founder of passive yoga, that is, Thai massage, is called Dr. Jivaka Kumar Bhaccha. He invented the technique 
more than 2,500 years ago specifically for the treatment of the royal family of India and successfully applied it in 
practice. He passed on the knowledge of Thai massage to his students, and the first written mention of the technique 
dates back to 1830. Long since, Thai massage has combined the elements of yoga (hence the name “passive yoga”), 
acupressure and Ayurveda.

Massage types
In Thailand, almost at every step you can find local masters who will massage the whole body or certain parts of the 
body for a small payment. And the quality does not depend on whether you come to an equipped salon or a small 
tent. There are dozens, if not hundreds, of types of massage, so there will be plenty to choose from.
Benefit for health
Thai massage is not only a way to relax the body. It is even recommended by neurologists for getting rid of 
headaches, pinching, stress, overexertion, osteochondrosis, problems with breathing and blood supply. And these are 
far from the rarest problems in the 21st century.
Contraindications
Despite the clear benefits of Thai massage, not everyone can get the procedure. First of all, you should consult with 
your doctor if you have problems with the back, neck or joints, as well as the cardiovascular system, pressure.
Where to get massage in Kyiv?
In the middle of snowy February, it would be ideal to find yourself in Thailand for a massage, but you can also find a 
piece of Asia in Kyiv. The chain of Amari salons is located in different districts of Kyiv, so that everyone could feel 
themselves in sunny Thailand without even leaving the capital.

Salon addresses:
Holosiyevo, 26 Mykhaila Maksymovycha 
Street, +38 (093) 070-74-77 (Viber, 
Telegram, WhatsApp), +38 (098) 070-74-47
Pecherska (13 Lesi Ukrainky Boulevard), 
+38 (073) 12-06-002 (Viber, Telegram,
WhatsApp)
Osokorky (10B Zavalna Street, Status Grad
residential complex), +38 (073) 444-91-47
(Viber, Telegram, WhatsApp)
Poshtova Square (3A Naberezhno-
Khreschatytska Street), +38 (093)
719-66-82 (Viber, Telegram, WhatsApp)
One more salon is expected to open soon
in Troyeschyna.
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Ukraine plans to launch own 
satellite with American SpaceX 
rocket
Ukraine has preliminarily selected the American company SpaceX of 
Elon Musk to launch the Sich 2-30 (2-1) remote sensing satellite in 
December this year and is currently in technical negotiations with it, 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Strategic Industries of Ukraine 
Oleh Urusky has said.
“We really have a window to launch the device in December with the 
help of a foreign operator – in this case SpaceX, with which we are 
now cooperating in terms of the compatibility of the device with 
launch vehicles,” the deputy prime minister said in an interview on 
Pershy Dilovy TV channel.

Open4Business helps 
foreign businesses to 
search for 
opportunities and 
expand to Ukrainian 
market
Open4Business is a platform created to help 
foreign businesses to search for 
opportunities and expand to Ukrainian 
market.
The platform and related organizations 
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successfully penetrate the Ukrainian starting 
from establishing foreign trade relations with 
local companies and up to establishing a 
subsidiary or acquiring a company in 
Ukraine.
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Urusky clarified that work with SpaceX is going on intensively and in 
the near future it will be clear whether it is fundamentally possible to 
combine the Ukrainian satellite with a SpaceX launch vehicle.
The official noted that today the satellite is practically ready.
“It requires final analysis and operational checks of technical 
readiness for launch,” he explained.
Urusky added that he personally visited Pivdenmash in Dnipro, where 
he checked the real state of the spacecraft.
He recalled that the last time Ukraine launched a remote sensing 
satellite was 10 years ago, so the launch of the new satellite will be 
an outstanding event.
As reported, President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky earlier this 
year, commenting on Musk’s statement about communication with 
the family of Serhiy Korolyov, invited the American businessman and 
founder of the space company SpaceX to visit the Korolyov Museum 
of Cosmonautics in Zhytomyr.
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